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HEADQUARTERS 

Uni TED  STATES  ARMY  FORCES  IN  THE  FAR  EAST 
OFFICE  OF  THE  STAFF  JUDGE  ADVOCATE 
•AH  CRIMES  3RA.CH 

APO  501 

FEJA  000.5  8  June  1946 

SUBJECT:  Report  of  War  Crimes  branch  on  Atroclti.cn. 

TO:  The  Ju4f?e  Advocate  Oenore.l 

Vashington  35,  D.  C. 


II.  SUMMARY  OF  EVIDENCE: 

Rriafly  surar.arized,  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  Investi¬ 
gate  T-Frem!  nor  a  le  to  the  effect  that: 

The  healquartors  of  the  Philippine  Red  Croae  at  the  inter- 
•octlon  of  Isaac  “oral  and  General  Luna  etreots  no&r  Taft  Avenue  in 
Manila  luring  the  early  part  of  1945  and  many  years  prior  vae  located 
in  a  building  prominent  both  as  to  place  and  site  and  on  all  dates  re¬ 
ferred  to  herein,  boro  largo  Rod  Crons  emblems  on  its  walls  and  roof 
and  in  every  window  of  the  building  (R  3,  44,  45).  To  Its  south  'and 
west  lay  tho  campus  and  buildings  of  the  Univorslty  of  the  Philippines, 
a  police  station,  and  a  high  school,  all  of  wnich  were  occupied  during 
tho  early  part  of  February  1945  by  Japnnose  Forceo,  most  of  whom  wore 
marinoB  (Exhibit  A;  R  1,  5,  6,  16,  31,  37). 

As  a  reoult  of  the  opening  of  tho  American  bombardment  of 
South  Manila,  Mr.  Modesto  FAF.OLAN,  former  Manila  newspaperman  who  hnd 
served  as  general  manager  for  tho  newspapers  publiBhod  by  General 
ROMULO,  found  it  necessary  on  5  February,  »s  acting  manager  of  the 
Philippine  Red  Cross,  to  convort  tho  building  into  an  emergency  hospi¬ 
tal  and  sanctum  for  refugees.  This  was  not  discussed  with  any  Jam^neso 
officials  beforehand  but  they  x/ero  acquainted  with  this  instit*  ".ion  end 
when,  at  noon  on  10  Fobruary,  a  non-commissioned  officer  with  ..  nqu^d 
of  six  or  eight  Japanese  c-une  to  the  headquarters,  they  refused  to  per¬ 
mit  the  hanging  of  en  "Emergency  Hospital"  sign  on  the  front  of  the 
building  and  a  Red  Cress  flag  on  the  flag  pole,  and  appeared  displeased 
with  tin  arrangement,  Inquired  as  to  the  number  and  identity  of  the 
refugees  there  and  looked  about  the  building  while  Mr.  FAiOL-uI  ex¬ 
plained  through  Miss  Corazon  ABSLL/*Ra,  a  Filipino  girl  vho  could  speak 
Japanese,  the  purpose  and  necessity  of  caring  for  tho  injurod  and 
homeless  (R  3,  ?,  37). 

Later  in  the  Game  day,  at  about  1800,  'Aon  approximately 
seventy  persons,  including  seven  p»ti>nts,  five  m  mbere  of  the  staff 
and  the  rnmninlng  rofugone,  ware  in  thi  building,  Miss  Gliceria  A;Cb-YA, 
a  nurso,  and  somo  otl.cn,  unidentified,  were  at  the  roar  of  the 
promises  Dreparlng  to  eat  tholr  evening  meal  vhon  they  hoard  shots  at 
tho  back  gate  and  en  unknown  woman  entered  screaming  that  a  child  had 
been  shot  and  behind  her  came  four  marines,  one  of  whom  was  an  officer 
who  began  firing  his  revolver  at  tho  children  in  tho  building.  Miss 
A..DAXA  ordered  everyone  to  lie  flat  on  the  floor  and  almost  everyone 
obeyed  excaot  one  unidentifiable  crying  child  who  was  silenced  whan 
three  bullets  were  fired  directly  Into  its  mouth  (R  47).  Through  tha 
interpreter,  Corazon  ABELLARA,  the  Jap^c-iso  were  advised  that  Miss 
a.;EA/A  was  &  Red  Cross  nurse  and  that  thoy  were  in  a  Hnd  Cross  building 
and  worn  asked  what  they  wanted.  They  answered  by  pointing  a  gun  at  her 
end  she  got  behind  the  nurse  who  was  then  bayoneted  in  the  chest,  oeuslng 
hnr  to  fall  on  the  floor.  Sho  did  not  faint  until  after  she  had  seen 
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thorn  jntor  the  other  room  and  bayor.e 
tho  cots  (Ex.  B;  R  45,  46,  47,  69). 


and  shoot  the  patients  lying  on 


Tho  commotion  and  the  shrill  cry  given  by  Miss  iuD«XA  as 
she  was  bayoneted  were  hoprd  by  Mr.  F.-.RCLAN  who  had  been  at  his  do 3k 
on  the  other  aide  of  the  partition  e  -parating  thorn,  talking  with  Dr. 
Gorman  do  VESTECIA  who  was  pzepuriog  for  on  operation  (R  4,  53).  Mr. 
F.nR0LAN  hid  under  h5s  dosk  ,1ust  boforo  one  of  tho  marines  ontorod  the 
room  and  killed  Dr.  7FT£CZti  v  ith  tvio  chots  from  his  rifle.  A  volunteer 
attendant  known  only  ns  Jyd'.a,  t\.c  tempted  to  protect  tho  doctor  by  saying 
’•Ho  is  our  Doctor;  please  owo  him,"  and  tho  marine  thrust  his  bnyonot 
at  her,  missod,  and  she  fni^r.ed  death.  The  a3sallont  continued, 
bayoneting  six  other  pat3.c-r.is  who  wire  lying  on  or  hiding  under  cots  in 
that  room,  among  whom  wore  Mrs,  Juan  F.  JUAN,  her  daughtor  Paulina 
ZA3A1A,  and  her  ton  days  old  bax)’,  Reno  ZA3AIA  (R  4).  Following  this 
the  lone  marino  loft  the  room  and  could  bo  hoard  going  through  .thor 
parts  of  the  hospital  killing  and  bayonoting  the  victims  (3  4).  When 
Mrs.  ZASaLA's  husband  found  the  bodies  two  days  later,  that  of  his 
wife  showed  that  she  had  boon  bayoneted  in  the  mouth  and  atdomon  end 
shot  through  tho  chest.,  while  tho  condition  and  position  of  the  child’s 
body  indicated  that  he  hod  been  bayoneted  ir.  the  right  arm  end  had  bled 
to  death  or  suffocr.ted  under  his  mother's  bod;'  (3  39 ) • 


Patrocinio  A3aD,  a  movie  octreso,  whoso  screen  name  was 
Corazon  NOBLE  and.  who  hod  tokon  refuge  p.t  tho  headquarters,  was  in  the 
dov-nstalrs  corridor  along  with  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  othore  when 
the  Japanese  came,  and  attempted  to  hide  behind  a  medicine  cabinet 
with  her  ton  months  old  baby,  Maria  Lourdes  VERA.  The  cover  was  in¬ 
sufficient  -nd  she  was  shot  in  tho  right  elbow,  foil  and  l~y  prono 
with  her  baby  under  her.  The  marine  wa.s  not  satiefied  and  stabbed  her 
with  his  bayonet  nine  timos  on  hir  sido  and  back  (3x.  B,  C,  I;  R  14, 
16).  Later  she  gave  the  child  to  her  brother  to  trice  to  a  doctor  but 
it  died  as  a  result  of  three  bayonet  wounds. 


Nino  Gorman  J~ws,  refugees  from  Germany  and  evaeu  ies  of 
devastated  Manila,  areas,  took  aholt  ?r  at  thi3  time  ir.  the  Sod  Cross 
building  at  the  direction  of  p.  Japanese  sentry  posted  nearby  (R  G5)  and 
oight  of  them  ware  killed  in  the  general  massacre.  Tho  women’s  latrine 
had  been  converted  into  living  quarters  for  this  group  and  one  of  them, 
John  K.  LEVY,  had  just  started  on  a  personal  errand  \  hen  he  saw  the 
Japanese  enter  who  bi  gan  shooting  and  followed  him.  Because  of  past 
experiences  ho  turned  to  warn  the  others,  but  two  of  these  enlisted  mon 
and  one  officer,  despite  pleas  fjr  more;,  by  the  Germans,  after  saying 
"Escusi"  (R  45),  began  shooting  and  bayoneting  them  as  they  ley  prostrate 
on  the  floor  of  the  latrine.  LEVY  also  dropped  to  tho  floor  and  was 
bayoneted  at  least  twice  (Ex.  G).  Apparently  tho  marines  thought  him 
doad  but  beforo  ho  fainted  he  saw  hie  fellow  citizens  killed  (R  63). 

The  GRAETZ'  house  maid,  Isabel  TABA  <uE,  who  was  with  them  on  the  floor 
of  tho  latrine  was  not  harmed.  The  pp.38ports  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  GRAj.TZ 
had  been  examined  by  the  squad  wnich  came  to  the  headquarters  that 
morning  (R  64),  ana  they  appeared  to  be  satisfied  (R  79).  The  documents 
did  not  indicate  their  religious  background  and  when  naked  by  the 
Japanese  which  they  preferred,  Japan  or  America,  they  answered  "Japrneoe, 
tomodoti  (Japanese  friend),  Hoil  Hitler"  (R  69). 


Tho  carnage  covered  tho  entire  ground  floor  and  continued 
for  twenty  or  thirfflr  minutos,  after  \  hiph  tho  Japanese  departed  (R  43). 
Cursory  examination  of  tho  premises  that  night  revealed  numerous  bodies 
and  after  tho  building  was  burned  13  February,  ashes,  bones,  ..- >nd  bodies 
wore  found  piled  in  corners,  nlosig  tho  corridors  and  in  the  la.tr ine, 
identifiable  only  becauBO  some  survivors  wore  able  to  point  out  tho 
locations  where  various  victims  had  cowered  for  protection  (Ex.  E;  R  31 
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40);  similarly,  record  files  oni  safes  togothor  with  their  contents 
were  destroyed  by  firo  before  they  could  bo  examined  (R  7). 

The  estimates  as  to  tho  cunbor  killed  vary  considerably, 
two  of  the  nurses  piecing  it  at  twontj  (R  53,  56,  f>9);  ano tlier,  at 
approximately  thirty  (R  3i) ;  tho  surviving  German  at  eighty  (R  64); 
the  managor,  fifty  (R  6);  whilo  another  survivor  thinks  there  wore 
thirty  or  noro  (R  71);  anl  a  witness  who  entered  the  building  the  night 
of  the  massacre  said  ho  saw  twenty  bodios  in  the  hnllwey  and  did  not 
look  into  the  rooms  (R  30). 


Like  confusion  prevails  as  to  the  iiontity  of  the  perpetrators, 
some  vitnocseo  saying  they  worn  soldiers,  ot.hcrs  that  thoy  wore  sailors, 
and  still  others  that  they  were  marinas,  but  the  uniform  and  insignip 
described  in  each  instance  most  closely  rnsonblo  those  of  tho  Jnp'noso 
Ioporlol  Marines  (R  6,  15,  62,  75)  some  of  whom  wore  quartered  in  tho 
buildings  of  tho  Univorslty  it  tho  Philippines,  High  ’.‘ilson  Hell, 

Bordner  High  School  Annex,  the  1TMCA,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Connorco  Building,  Department  of  Finance  Building,  the  Legislative 
Building,  the  Jai-Alai  Building  and  tho  Bo-  View  Hotol  (R  6,  32,  33, 

47). 


Hone  of  tho  witnesses  could  identify  pry  of  tho  individuals 
by  name  and  attempted  descriptions  of  personal  characteristics  era 
almost  hopelessly  vaguo  (R  47,  82).  Ono  of  tho  Japanese  marlr.es  who 
was  five  feat  threo  inches  tail,  and  thought  to  bo  on  officer,  woro 
on  Ills  loft  chest  "some  kind  of  insignia,  3ilver  ard  rod,"  carried  a 
sword,  a  pistol,  and  had  loathor  boots  (R  65,  78)  end  it  is  poasiblo 
that  ho  was  the  officer  who  entered  tho  gate  at  about  19G0  hours  firing 
his  revolver  at  tho  children  thnre  (R  46).  Ono  of  tha  privates  is 
described  merely  as  to  approximate  height  and  weight  ard  none  appears 
to  hava  had  eny  peculiarly  distinguishing  foaturos  (R  5,  73,  79,  82). 
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